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CHARLEE HOUSE TURNS
TROUBLED LIVES AROUND

By ASHLEY FANTZ
atantz e herald com

As Bob Bermon prepares dinner, his
sin Diews dre munmine around the hoose.

e is rushang o0 v w pord-tme joh,
another 15 loser-beam fucused on M.
A few are in the kitchen chopping
YRR I,

Dermun sleps over o two yipping
dachishunds scampering through the
kalchien as he Losses pasta in i sicaming
pol. “So welcome o the family” he
Juil.

A stoul man who lnoks a hic like
Mewman from Seinfeld, Bermin is fix
ing what will look like g Thanksgiving
tewst tor the leCnagers, M ~.|'||":'i;'|| (N N
siom. Just a normal aight ar Charles
House in Margate, one of Hendersoo
Mental Health Care Center's group
homes far severely emotionally
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A refired airdine personnel direcloer,
bl 1) :u.'.l.' |_.|;| |:'h;'|||._||_ :_||_'-:_'x||'|_ weaml Lo
discuss what brought the boys o
Charlee Hovse, Mosl bave been shui-
fled from docens of foster homes and
shelters, Yer pothinge in the four-bed-
oo home, tocked moa middle-cless
and  decorated with track
trophie: and phowe collages, betruys
Lhid,

il de-sac

“People [oreel they are notmal
teenagers wilhoul weal starts,” he said.
“But their naturad ability to hounee
back in an encouraging environment is
slmonzer becawse ol that”

birthday., Eric humies w put om a
Drorning’s preca umbiorm. He came o
Charfee  House YEAIS atter
dropping out of more than 20 place
ments, he said
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ST don’t weant we leave here,” he said
“T've. been everywhere. Some poople
diddn’t work ot with theim
and me. [Berman] takes care of us”

Eric may become e Tourth foster
kid Bermun has laken inte hes home.

Clostng imoon his 15ih hirthday, Eric
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PITGHING IM: A 13-vear-old bay [ving st Crarlze House helps prapara dinner

Berman has gone our of his way 1
cispel the commuon perception of g fos
ler group heme. While the Departiment
of Children & Familics

norts OCh
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which sup
lee through irs coniracl
1 Henderson iz deluged
with news reports that many Browud
foster tecilitics are unfeeling., soae
Lmney -.|:.I1.::'_."I'q.'|lla, __‘||:|-.'q."*-.. |._- HN| ||:'|_' ”-.lux:
im comaidersd an exception
“Henderson repuration 15 ane
necd more of  said
Bazenman, a

thil
Dravid

longtime Broword [ealer-

WO

child advocare, “We've used o cralaciz-
ing hecanse that criticism is Jdue, Bul m
this rare case, i's ot

1% suhject o8 Floricla
equiring him to leave the howse and
live mdependently once legslly an
adult,

“I think the bkovs feel especially
sccure here hecause they see that Le
this,” Tuliz  Radlauver,
Henderson's director of youth and
[mily services. "I i just his jih.”

Eadlaner's  maother-in-law,
Noertler, 57, is a much- needed [enmale
influense on the biovs,
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During bis =ix yeurs at Hencderson,
Berman begun prijects that give the
Leens, who lived largely off the sysiem,
i chiunce e save something back to the
conununly, holding hake sales or car
wetshes thut profit ares charitics

His [ree ume 15 spent at Pobliz pick
ing up uny freshly made bread or pas
lries Lhe store didn't sell that day o
stk Churles's forsd pantrics,

Right now, the teens arc making
cindles o sell and raise money for a
needy fumaly.

Berman s the disciplinarian
fther fgure most of them had given
up wrshane Lor Juse shy of of his 15t

and

Thear “grandmether)” she takes the
Diys oul ome their binhdays and hosis
Clhrisrmas ar her home, Aa gssisiant oo
trderal judgze i Bioward, Doerfler sud
envent she wis unmware of just i desper-
al the need 15 o qualivy foster homes,

“l kmew that there were abandaned
and abused children,” she said. “But T
ihought of it in this abstract way, living
i gy happy hiwde bubble, When Julic
intsduced o o Gas world, | knew @ Ti-
U ey does amonnts mooa great deal,”
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